Have you got
accommodation problems?

Are you under 217

We may be able to help you
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If you are under 21 and have accommodation
problems, read on...

What are your rights?

Your Local Council may be obliged, under the Children’s Act 1989, to
provide you with suitable accommodation — "#$!%&'()*+

- you are under 21

- your Local Council has previously provided you with
accommodation for at least 13 weeks

- you currently do not have adequate accommodation
- there is nowhere for you to go

Even if this is not the case, depending upon your circumstances you may be
considered as homeless, and therefore a homeless application under the
Housing Act 1996 could be made.

What Waldron’s can do for you
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The first step is to understand your individual case. To do this we will talk
with you to establish relevant details and assess whether it appears that
your Local Council has breached their obligations.
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In some cases, public funding may be available from the Legal Services
Commission

Following the initial interview and assessment, if we consider that you have
a good case and you are financially eligible for public funding (quite often
known as legal aid), we will make an application on your behalf.

We must point out however that public funding is not available in every
case.
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Your solicitor will first write to the Council, requesting that they meet their
obligation in respect to the provision of accommodation.

If the Council do not take the required action the next step will be to
consider issuing Judicial Review proceedings against them.
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If the Council, or for that matter any public body, makes a decision which is
unlawful, such as breaching an obligation to provide adequate
accommodation to someone in need, then this decision can be challenged
in the Courts by issuing Judicial Review proceedings.

This means that we will challenge, on your behalf, the decision the Council
have made in a court of law.

The Team
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P lan Sheppard has been at Waldrons for 2 years and is part
of our Litigation Team. He has over 4 years experience in

b A litigation and over the past two years has specialised in
" the area of Public Law and Judicial Review Proceedings.
He has successfully settled many claims and taken a number of cases to the
High Court in London

HC48&8&-1;4%$-2%)-'8B!D42$&-2
s.waterfield@waldrons.co.uk 01384 811 608

Suzanne is experienced in the field of family work with a
particular specialising in children and child care law. She
deals with a wide range of children issues including social
services matters, care proceedings, adoption, special
guardianship orders and private disputes.

Suzanne is a member of the prestigious Law Society’s Children Panel. She
is able to represent parents, children and the Local Authority. She is
experienced in the Family Proceedings Court, County Court, High Court and
the Court of Appeal.
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